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Your support and sponsorship has made possible the Festival attraction
VIVA Indie! Concert. With grateful thanks from
the Hong Kong Arts Festival.

We wish you and your guests a very enjoyable evening.
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Hong Kong City Hall Concert Hall

CHET LAM 4+ THE PANCAKES + KETCHUP
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VIVA Indie! CONCERT
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Commissioned by Hong Kong Arts Festival
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Running time: approximately 1 hour and 45 minutes with no interval
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To make this performance a pleasant experience for the artists and other members of the
audience, PLEASE switch off your alarm watches, MOBILE PHONES and PAGERS.

Eating and drinking, unauthorised photography and audio or video recording are forbidden
in the auditorium. Thank you for your co-operation.
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Chet Lam

The Pancakes

Ketchup

#/EAE | Production Team

HITER  Executive Producers
Chet Lam, The Pancakes, Ketchup
R Producer
e H FHSHMAR A Sandy Fong @ Free Hand Concept Ltd
HHEHE: Music Director
J%lif  Ying C Foo
HIEEIPE  Production Assistant
B Liu Pui-leung
HWIERE  Visual Producer
Papajay
HIE Production
WEMEAMAYT  Commercial Radio Productions Ltd
#3F | Musicians
&t Guitar
YWt Ying C Foo
#1  Keyboard
B sk  Edward Chan
B Drums
AFW]  Feijaiming
EF4M  Bass
P a4 Randy Ho

Fr 7 B8 All Photographs © Cheung Chi-wai
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Chet Lam

Chet Lam graduated from the City
University of Hong Kong and began
performing professionally from the age of
10, in broadcasting dramas and TV
commercial songs. Apart from working as
a DJ, Lam also writes for columns in
magazines and newspapers. From 2000
onwards, Lam has worked as a full-time
musician and produced more than 100
pieces of work, including music and lyrics.

In 2003, Chet Lam released two critical and
commercially acclaimed solo concept
albums Pillow Songs and Travelogue. He also
joined the local stage force W Creative and
multimedia presenter Missy Hyperbitch
creating and performing in a musical play
Best Memories in My Life.

At the end of 2003 Lam won the Best
Original Theme Song for Turn Left, Turn
Right in the Golden Horse Film Awards in
Taiwan.
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The Pancakes

Dejay Choi started learning guitar and
composition in 1995 and joined a band
named “The Postcard’ two years later. In
2000, she released her debut album /es
bonbons sonts bons under the name ‘The
Pancakes’. She has been working as a full-
time musician since 2001, and her albums
have been distributed by Spanish label
Elefant Records.

The Pancakes has released eight albums and
held more than ten concerts in Hong Kong,
France, Japan, Germany, Spain and Greece.
Some of her music has been selected for
TV commercials, and she currently writes
columns in local magazine.



Ketchup

19984F > KenHi if & 7£ P
BIESHw2M . B2 s
A RCEERK > E R PR
JE— AR T — g A
FAREI 3P | e N
[Ketchupl ° 199841999
AEHAR > SARK S BL N
RIRGH 5 19994F > SE[KZ
B 4 AR R B
fRHL -

20004F - BRAfBEER A b T
MEH M Ken » T8 4 %
K56 W AE & o 3 B
[Ketchup| #2814 20014F
HEHERKBEC Sweet-
smelling) 5 2002412003
43 Hl 4 B (The Village
Man) & Old-fashioned
Blue Sky) °

Ketchup

In 1998, when Ken Tsoi and
his friends were chatting in
a fast-food restaurant, they
decided to form a band and
name it ‘Ketchup’ — after
the small packets of ketchup
piling up on the table.
Between 1998 and 1999, the
band gave two mini-concerts
and at the end of 1999, due
to the Asian financial crisis,

the band broke up.

In 2000, as the guitarist and
vocals of the band, Tsoi
remixed Ketchup’s
unfinished works. Then as a
one-man band named
Ketchup, he released his
debut album Sweet-smelling
in 2001, followed by The
Village Man in 2002 and
Old-fashioned Blue Sky in
2003.
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Memories of the
Canto-pop Golden Era

By Kevin Kwong

VIVA Indie! is more than a concert. For the
show’s headliners Chet Lam, The Pancakes
and Ketchup, it is also a cultural statement.

“What we are saying is, there are people in
Hong Kong who write their own music,
who are musically talented. Its just that not
many of them get support from record
labels, but they do exist,” says Lam, an
award-winning singer-songwriter.

“We are also saying that local musicians
need not be commercial to find success and
recognition.”

Dejay Choi and Ken Tsoi (the
voices behind The Pancakes
and Ketchup respectively),
and to a certain extent
Chet Lam Yat-fung
certainly know what
they are talking about.
Without any lucrative
record deals or
marketing packaging,
their music has in
recent years found its
way to the mainstream.

Their songs and styles are
original and unique, and they
have won kudos and praises
from critics and the public
alike. Though their musical

directions are very different, the three
singer-songwriters (Choi is 26, Lam 27 and
Tsoi 28) share one thing in common: they
all grew up listening to Hong Kong music
in the 1980s.

And this is what VIVA Indie! is also about:
sharing their memories of that Canto-pop
golden era with the audience. Lam recalls,
“That was roughly the time when we started
to get a sense of what music is about.”

That is why about 20 per cent of their

playlist — which is made up of some 40

numbers — are 1980s Canto-
pop ‘classics’ and covers.

“The songs I selected really
touched me and I wanted to
share my feelings with the
audience,” says Tsoi, who will
spontaneously re-arrange the

music of an Alan Tam hit.

Among Chof’s selection is
Who Can Understand Me by
Canto-pop veteran George Lam.
She will play it as if it was her own
composition. “This song just grew on
me after I played it in a concert last
year,” she says.

While Lam will perform a Spanish
number called Lo Mejor De Tu



Vida, he says “In the 1980s, there were a
lot of covers and this song is one of the most
representative of this genre. I will also play
these covers as if they were my own.”

The biggest challenge here is not to make
their ‘cover of a cover’ sounds original (that
is the easy part) but to come up with the
playlist for the programme. There are
simply too many songs they would like to
perform and 30 to 40 songs are not enough.

Lam explains that the concert will be
divided into three segments. “In one, we
will sing our own songs; then we will
perform songs that have influenced us, and
these songs may not be well known or hits;
and finally each of us will play songs written
by the other two.”

Choi adds there will be plenty of chit-chat
between songs. “Once on stage, we tend to
become more talkative.”

For The Pancakes and Ketchup, VIVA Indie!
marks the first time that they have
collaborated with another solo artist.

“This Hong Kong Arts Festival programme
offers a very good opportunity for our
supporters to gather under one roof, to
share music by other independent
songwriters,” says Tsoi. “So I hope those
who know my music will also get a chance
to listen to The Pancakes and Chet Lam...
we have a very different following. I also
hope the concert will attract those who have
never listened to our music before.”

Also very important is that this concert gives
independent, non-mainstream local
musicians the cultural recognition that they
deserve. Lam says, “By giving us a chance
to perform, the Arts Festival recognises our
achievements and that we are very much
part of Hong Kong culture.”

SHRS | Interview

Page 19



